


Doc’s Dictations ~ 
 

Many people have asked how 
the summer camping season 
of 2007 was.  I reply with 
great joy, it was good.  The 
Lord was moving and 
working with the summer 
staff.  The staff was open to 
the Lord’s leading, willing to 
serve and grounded in their 
faith.  But most of all, they 
had a love for Jesus and their 
campers…and it showed! 
 
I am getting very enthused 
about the upcoming 50th 
year celebration events 
planned for 2008.  We have 
been so blessed here at 
Menno Haven and the stories 
of faith that I have heard so 
far are amazing!   
 
As the Illinois Mennonite 
Camp Association meets for 
their annual retreat this fall, 
the theme will be “Prepare to 
Celebrate.”  There is much to 
prepare and celebrate.  Jesus 
led his disciples in times of 
celebration to thank his 
heavenly Father.  Join us in 
November as we join in 
thanksgiving to our God. 
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Adventures in Education! 
The school bus pulls up outside Eagle Wing Activity Center and out pile 30 
eager high school students, happy for a day out of the classroom but slightly 
hesitant and wondering what they’ve gotten themselves into. It is a crisp, 
sunny autumn day; their energy is high as they follow the Menno Haven staff 
along a trail to the Adventure Education (AE) course. For the next few hours 
the facilitator will lead them through a series of challenges intended to 
improve their ability to communicate and work as a team while keeping each 
other physically and emotionally safe. 
 
Educators tell us that people learn best through experiential activities and 
that is what our AE program is all about. On the Initiatives course a group 
may be given the task of getting as many people as possible through the 
giant “spider’s web” without touching it. It’s up to the group to listen to each 
others’ ideas, plan a strategy, and follow through safely. On the High Ropes 
course each person is challenged to go one step beyond their comfort zone 
and use problem solving to reach their goal.  
 
Comments from recent 6th grade participants 
give a picture of the results:  
 “Thank you for helping me have confidence 
in myself …” 
  

“It taught me that I need to listen to the 
people around me. I know I can ask for help 
and don’t have to do everything by myself.” 
 

“We see [growth] at the course and all year 
long. Students are less likely to say ‘I can’t,’ 
but instead say, ‘I can try.’ ” (teacher) 
 
Menno Haven’s current AE Program started in 1996 and has served over 700 
people in the past year. It is open year round now thanks to indoor 
equipment in the gym. 
 
Our AE course is well suited for a wide variety of groups and ages. In 
addition to schools, we enjoy leading youth groups, churches, family 
reunions, teachers, businesses, and others. Really, any group that wants to 
have a good time while growing together spiritually and physically can 
benefit from Adventure Education. 

~ Rebecca Kauffman, Administrative Assistant 
 

 
Staff Spotlight: Dani Larson 
 
Dani is working at Menno Haven (MH) as our General Aide through Voluntary 
Service for 15 months (May ’07-Aug ’08). 
 
Home church: Freeport MC 
Most recently: May 2007 graduate, Bluffton University student, Mathematics 
    & Education Licensure. 
What history do you have with MH?  I was a camper from the time I could 

come until HS. 
Why did you choose to be a volunteer at MH?  I felt a call toward service 

during my senior year, but I was having trouble discerning where God was 
calling me. I volunteered at a MH winter retreat and it was mentioned that 
Menno Haven could use a full time volunteer. I felt an instant excitement 
and connection with that idea and knew God was calling me here.  

What is your role here?  Essentially my role is to assist the other staff. I 
coordinate volunteers, help with programs, do office tasks, clean and take 
care of the campground, mow the lawn, and whatever else comes up. 

Favorite MH experience so far?  Having the opportunity to be the guest 
speaker during Trailblazer camp. 




